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A STUDY ON THE PHYSIOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTIC
OF ORMOSIA PINNAT A (LOUR) MERR SEED AND
FACTORS AFFECTING ITS GERMINATOIN

Liu Wenming  Song Xuezhi

(The Research Institute of Tropical Forestry CAF)

Abstract The seeds of Ormosia pinnata possess the typical physiological
characteristic of “recalcitrant” seeds. The inhibitive substance existed possibly
in their testae is the major factor affecting the germination. Removing the
testae before sowing is one of the better methods for Aeliminating it. The
temperature and pH value in surroundings are also the important factors for
their germination. When the temperature is at 29.5~33.0°C with pH value
3.8~6.6, the seeds germinate better. When the chlorophyll content in cotyl-
edons tends to zero, mature seeds have appeared. Losing moisture content
faster is the fundamental reason for the poor-maturity seeds and the smalil
seeds lose their vigour more easily.

Key words Ormosia pinnata (Lour) Merr; physiological characteristic; chlo—

rophyll content; condition for germination



