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injury was gradually reduced from the south to the north, whereas the
rate of terminal bud was to the contrary; the genetic variance component
of provenances outweighed that of families within provenances in the two
properties, @ There was a comparatively high heritability in the rates of
freeze injury and terminal bud of seedlings. @ By means of selecting the
rates of freeze injury and terminal bud, 15 families with better cold hardi-
ness were obtained, which mostly came from the north of central subtro-
pical zone.
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