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Abstract W etland change and its succession miles were studied by analyzing the TM remote sensing m ages of wo
periods 1996 and 2004 which are before and behnd mplementing the project of returning fam hnd to lake The
result showed that the area of wetland in Dongting L ake region was heavily decreased by 3 753 99 km®, in which
naturalwetland decreased by 1 213 19 km” and conducted wetland decrease with 2 540 80 km’. The wetland
change in reclamatbn area presented that the area of constucted wethnd ( cropland) reduced n a large scale and
dry land sharply ncreased aswell as the area of reed and forest increased. Thewethnd change in outer lake regbn
presented that the area of naturalw etland decreased and the area of forest quicky ncreased by the reduction of the
area of sedge land aswell as forest land contnuously extended tomud flat The project of retum ng fam land to lake
released the reduction ofwetland to sane extends but the phenanenon of reclain ng lake to fam land still happened
n Dongting Lake region Therebre the whole wetland was still sufferng fom degradaton
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