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Control Techniques of Melanotus cribricollis ( Coleoptera: Elateridae)
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Abstract ; Melanotus cribricollis is one of the most important pest insects that damage bamboo shoots in South China,
and no report was found in the control techniques of this insect. The effect of three control methods, shoot-remo-
ving, light trapping and insecticidal control against M. cribricollis in fields were studied. The results showed that all
the three methods could reduce the damage and density of wireworms significantly, and the insecticidal control was
the most effective. The control efficiency of shoot-removing against bamboo wireworms was (22.76 +3.90)% in
three years; 1 143.8 +318. 7 adults of M. cribricollis could be caught per light per year, and the damage percent of
shoots dropped from (56. 05 £2.83) % to (39.207 +2.83)% with light trapping in 6 years. The insecticide blend
of 5% phoxim and 3% chlorpyriphos showed to be effective against M. cribricollis, and the damage percent of shoots
dropped from (69.62 +5.36)% to (21.17 +7.65)% in 3 years.
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